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“Whom Say Ye That | Am?” 
By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


OME have called My name “The 
Carpenter,” 
And some, “The Stranger out of Galilee”; 
To some, I am the_ gentle Counselor 
Who taught on crowded hillsides by the 


sea; 

Men have hailed Me as “The Healing 
One,” 

Who, touching wounds, could make their 
pain to cease, 

And they have known of Me as “Mary’s 
Son,” 

The chief of prophets and the Prince 
of Peace. 

For which of these do you condemn Me 
now? 


For which of these do I ascend this hill, 

The cross my lot, the blood upon my 
brow? 

Is it because I did the Father’s will 

And told you I am Christ, the living 
Bread— 

And, fearing, you believed the words 
~ es . 


we 


Resurrection Life 

Resurrection life demands a new at- 
mosphere and new environment. An 
old and wholly fanciful legend tells that 
Lazarus, after he was raised from the 
dead, carried with him wherever he 
went the smell of the grave, much to 


the concern and disgust of his friends 
and acquaintances. But is it not discon- 
certing to other believers and disappoint- 
ing to our Lord when Christians, who 
Should be walking in newness of life, 
exhibit the marks and habits and char- 
acteristics of the old life? God’s Word 
to believers is: “If [or since] ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your af- 
fections on things above, not on things 
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 
3:1-3). Just as surely as we have been 
“buried with him in baptism,” so we are 


“risen with him through the faith of 
the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead” (Col. 2:12). There- 
fore, counting on this union with a liv- 
ing Christ, we are first to look, and so 
to grow, toward that perfection that God 
has planned for each believer; and, sec- 
ond, we are to set our affections on things 
above, or to be heavenly minded. No 
place is to be given to the old things 
with which the “old man” was occupied 
—old desires, old ambitions, and all the 
old works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). 
They are passed away and all things are 
become new because we are new crea- 
tions in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), 


Treadmill of Circumstance 


By Edward Hail 


encouragement, all who are finding, 

at this present time, the “toiling in 
rowing” against contrary winds almost 
too much for them; who have for a long 
time, as it were, been climbing a never- 
ending staircase. 

It is to them as though their feet have 
been chained to a nonstop treadmill of 
circumstance. Yes, they could almost 
sing with irony, “Go, labor on: spend, 
and be spent,” for their existence seems 
best expressed in the words “perpetual 
motion.” 

The drab monotony of continuity is 
wearing down your power of resistance, 
and you sense, so far as you are concerned, 
a crumbling at the foundation of things. 
It is not one thing, but one thing after 
another that burdens your weary limbs 
and mind. 

In addition to all this, the constant 
shadow of possible events robs you of 
the ability to draw nourishment from 


T AM desirous of helping, by words of 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able 
te comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of 
God” (2 Cor. 1:4). 























the anticipation of what otherwise would 
be the sunshine of better things to come. 

Well, now, before we go any further, 
let me assure you that whatever case 
you are in, there is a solution. You may 
be inclined within your heart to say, 
“I know what he is going to tell me next. 
He is going to quote some Scripture, that 
I have heard over and over again, and 
leave me to struggle on - best way I 
can.” 

If you have such a thought, I exhort 
you to dismiss it, for I commend not 
myself to you, but Him of whom it is 
written, “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever,” and it 
was God who commended His love 
toward us all, by this blessed fact, that 
“while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 

If you were physically rundown you 
would no doubt consult a physician, and 
he would probably prescribe to meet 
your need. You possibly would have 
the prescription made up and take it, 
but with little confidence in its power 
to heal. You may not be able’ to inter- 
pret the meaning of the formula, and 
so know little or nothing of the medi- 
cine, but there is an ingredient which 
you can add yourself which is sure to 
help make you well, and that is one 
grain of faith. 

There is only one Physician who is 
able to meet the need of your unsatisfied 
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soul. He is the living Word, and He said, 
“The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.” 

His prescriptions are couched in simple 
language for any to understand, and in 
them are all the ingredients for a healthy 
spiritual walk, but in order that His 
medicine shall do you good, it is needful 
to place yourself unreservedly in His 
care, for He hath said, “Come unto me, 

. and I will give you rest,” and in 
another place He said, “Ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have life.” 

Faith is the ingredient that we have 
to add to His medicine given unto us for 
our profit. 

I spoke earlier of the monotony of 
continuity, and I will share some fitting 
verses written by a woman who knew 
something of “toiling in rowing” against 
contrary winds in the City of London. 

As I passed down Flower Alley, 

Where sheets were swung to dry— 
It chanced to be a Monday— 
I heard a woman sigh, 
“Don’t tell me life’s a joy ride, 
It’s work until you die. 
It’s on and on forever—the same day after 
day: 
Washing letnsa, and ironing clothes, and 
putting clothes away!’’ 


I turned to see the speaker, 
And there stood Mrs. Bond, 
One of your human dismals 
Who croak like frogs in a pond, 
Like Mullins—who saw mud heaps, 
But never saw beyond. 


I tried to smile a greeting, 
“Yes, you may smile,”’ says she, 
“But you’re up and working early, 
And late, the same as me. 
You may smile yourself to bits,’ 
“You can’t alter what I say— 
It’s on and on forever—the same day after 
day: 
Cooking meals, and setting meals, and clear- 
ing meals away!” 


she says, 


“And eating meals remember!” 
I smiled—“‘We are good at that.” 
She folds her arms together, 
“Ah, you may put it like that, 
Mrs. Hyde, in your fine fashion, 
But you're blinder than a bat 
If you can’t see that housework is drudgery, 
not play; 
It’s on and on forever—the same day after 
day: 
Sweeping dust, and brushing dust, and dust- 
ing dust away! 


“And the same for men and women, 
For Bond—he tells me so, 
When he reaches home from the station, 
Where he’s a porter, as you know— 
‘I shouldn't mind an earthquake 
To make a change,’ he'll say, 
‘For it’s on and on forever—the same day 
after day: 
Lifting trunks, and hauling trunks, and put- 
ting trunks away!'” 


“You seem a cheery couple!” 
Said I—“but think of this: 
Just set that rhyme to other things, 
And there isn’t much amiss 
For it’s on and on forever—the same day 
after day: 
With the draper’s shop, and the baker’s 
shop, and the shop across the way! 


“And we find them very handy: 
And think of these besides— 

The singing birds, the childen, 

The seasons, and the tides. 
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They are on and on forever—the same day 
after day, 

And the sunrise, and the sunlight, and the 
sunset’s golden ray. 


“And for the work there are wages 
Whatever you may be. 
And food and simple raiment 
And other things you see. 
And a kindly word of love— 
Mrs. Bond, I am glad to say, 
That is on and on forever! the same day 
after day! 
And I can tell you further—” 
she says; “Goodnight!” 
And she tumbled up her washing, and she 
fairly ran from sight. 


“Oh, my!” 


But when the day was over, 
And the rest were fast asleep, 
And I had sat up, mending— 
Such a wonderful great heap— 
The lonely kind of vigil 
So many mothers keep. 
I crawled to bed so tired; 
And felt, for a minute’s length, 
The on and on forever 
Was sapping hope and strength. 


I leaned from the open window 
And it seemed the dreary tune 
Of Mrs. Bond’s lamenting 
Blew in on the air of June, 
From the crowding roofs of London 
Under the midnight moon 
I could hear the pulse of London 
Throbbing on, ceaselessly 
The labor that cannot be uttered— 
And the Tempter said to me—_. 
“Nothing goes on forever but toil, and 
strain, and stress! 
Nothing goes on forever but work that is 
weariness.” 


And lo! like an angel’s answer, 
A moonbeam fell from the spheres 
On the little, worn, old Bible 
I had loved so many years. 
I caught it up and held it 
Against my heart with tears. 
A sudden, rich assurance held me in happy 
sway— 
For on and on forever—the same day after 
day, 
Was the holy Word, the blessed Word, the 
Word of the shining way! 


And above the toil of London, 
Above the wheels and cars, 
There swept on my soul, from the splene 
dor 
Of His everlasting stars, 
The sense of His living presence 
Who was, who is, and will be 
The Lord who died for London 
When He died on Calvary— 
The Lord who rose for London 
And rose for you and me. 
“O praise Him! praise Him! praise Him!” 
It was all that I could say— 
For on and on forever—the same day after 
day, 
Is the love of God in Jesus Christ that shall 
never pass away.” 


From the precious lips of the Good 
Shepherd came these words: “Shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long 
with them?” Yes, though He has borne 
long with them! 

He bore long my ill manners and 
shameful treatment, but it was revealed 
to me that, more than all, He bore “our 
sins in his own body on the tree.” 


Have you looked from open window, 
And caught from the inflowing breeze, 

His fragrant love, a holy glow 

That has set your heart at ease? 
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Do you cherish His love within, 
The fruit of His Spirit divine; 
Is your life occupied with Him? 
Do you love at His feet to dine? 
Have you let Jesus Christ be Lord 
Of your blood-purchased life of sin; 
Have you bowed to His sovereign Word, 
Have -you given Him rest within? 


Oh, what a transformation He can 
work in a yielded heart! What a differ- 
ence when the vision is clear, for it is 
written, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.” 

“And you... hath he reconciled .. . 
through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreprovable in his 
sight: if ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel.” 

Yes, continuance—that is it. I heard 
of a horse which, when taken out for 
a run, would set out with firm tread 
and quick step for a certain distance 
on the outward journey, but would tire 
—and yet, as soon as it turned toward 
home it would race back with head 
down. 

With what purpose and zeal we can 

(Continued on page 277) 








Notes on Open Letters 
A Warning 


From the Colportage Division of the 
Sudan Interior Mission in Jos, Nigeria, 
comes the following letter, which ex- 
poses an abuse that has been known to 
a few people in the United States for 
some time: 


We think it best to notify you that 
we are using your publication, THe 
Sunpay Scnoor. Tres. It is being put 
into our parcels of Christian litera- 
ture, which go out over West Africa. 
These are secondhand copies sent to 
us by Christians at home. 

From those papers and magazines, 
the people are getting your address, 
and many are writing to the States 
and Canada for all kinds of things— 
and getting a lot, too—for generous 
American Christians are afraid they 
will be failing the Lord if they do 
not fulfill these requests. Some send 
us the names, and we handle the mat- 
ter, but we know by the large num- 
ber we are getting, that many do not 
know that they can notify us. 

The biggest request is for Bibles, 
and it is becoming a_racket. These 
Bibles are sold, and often used for 
cigarette papers. We suggest you get 
in touch with the American Bible 
Society for confirmation of this state- 
ment. 

This is only a suggestion, but we 
know what is going on here in the 
land, and we also know what to do 
with names of this sort. Nigeria is 
not a poor country, and since we feel 
responsible for “letting you in” on this 
thing, we feel it is only fair to inform 
you of what is happening. 
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Evangelizing the Little Children 


What the Bible says concerning the teaching of 
little ones and winning them for Christ 


UL’S teaching is very clear on 

the subject of evangelizing chil- 

dren. He makes it the duty of 
Christian fathers to evangelize thei) 
children. “And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord” (Eph. 6:4). 

To bring up a child in the Lord would 
certainly require that he be evangelized, 
since the new birth is imperative before 
one can have a spiritual understanding 
of the Scriptures. Second Corinthians 
3:6 tells us “the letter killeth,” and a 
child that is not born again can get 
nothing more than the letter. As 1 Corin- 
thians 2:14 says: “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.” 


CHILD EVANGELISM IN THE 
PAULINE CHURCHES 


The Letter to the Ephesians was ad- 
dressed “to the saints which are at 
Ephesus” (Eph. 1:1). But in Ephesians 
6:1 Paul addresses the children directly, 
showing that he regarded them as 
“saints,” and saints are certainly born- 
again ones. This indieates clearly that 
child evangelism was the common prac- 
tice of the church at Ephesus, 

This same thing occurs in the Letter 
to the Colossians. Colossians 1:2 shows 
that the Letter was addressed to the 
“saints” at Colosse, and then in Colos- 
sians 3:20 Paul says, “Children, obey 
your parents in all things.” 

The fact that Paul addressed children 
as “saints” proves that they were born 
again, for only those who are born again 
are saints. All of this makes it plain 
that when little children savingly be- 
lieve today they are instantly born again. 


An ELDER’s CHILDREN 


Paul sent Titus to Crete to ordain 
elders in every church. The American 
Standard Version of Titus 1:6 makes it 
plain that an elder must have “children 
that believe.” These churches in Crete 
were new churches, indicating that child 
evangelism was taught everywhere. 


Tue Basic Text oN CHILD EVANGELISM 


In Matthew 18:1-14, Christ Jesus set- 
tles the mooted question of the age when 
children should be evangelized. He also 
establishes forever in Matthew 18:6 that 
a little child can savingly believe. All 
experience confirms this. He used a 
little child as an example, and Mark 
9:36 makes it very clear that the child 
was very small, for it is stated that 
Christ took him “in his arms.” Now 
how old a child does a man take in his 





God’s Word declares, and history and 
practical experience confirm, the fact 
that the natural inclination of the 
child is downward. Secular education 
and environment cannot change this 
tendency. Only the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord can set the feet 
of children upon a rockand “lead them 
in the way everlasting.” For many 
years, International Child Evange- 
lism Fellowship, of which Mr. Over- 
holtzer and his wife are - directors 
emeritus, and whose American ad- 
dress is P.O. Box 637, Pacific Pali- 
sades, Calif., have sought, both by 
example and precept, to arouse 
Christians to reach and teach and 
evangelize the thousands of little 
ones who have not yet heard the 
Good News. 








arms, if the child is not his own? Not 
over six, and probably not over four or 
five. The teaching here regarding the 
age when children should be evange- 
lized should apply to the father evange- 
lizing the children in the home. There, 
since the children are under the control 
of the parents, the age question could 
be faithfully observed. In fact, I be- 
lieve children in the home can and 
should be evangelized at from three to 
five years of age. 

It is very significant that the Lord 
placed the responsibility of evangeliz- 
ing the children in the home upon the 
father instead of the mother. Of course 
where the father does not do his duty, 
the mother must assume it. If the father 
and mother do not know how to lead 
their children to Christ, it is their duty 
to find out how, or to get someone else 
to do it for them. 

I believe it was God’s plan that we go 
to Heaven by families, and if parents 
led their children to Christ at the age 
God commanded, doubtless every child 
would accept Christ. 

Every child who accepts Christ should 
give evidence of regeneration or a 
changed life. Where this change does 
not appear, the child should be dealt 
with again and still again, if necessary. 

Be sure that the child has accepted 
Christ on the grounds of grace and not 
of works. Shun salvation by works 
like poison. 

THE VALUE OF THE Sout OF A CHILD 

The value of a little child in the sight 
of God is given great emphasis in the 
Scripture. Matthew 18:5 says, “Whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me,” and Mark 9:37 adds, 
“and whosoever shall receive me, re- 
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ceiveth not me, but him that sent me.” 
A child’s soul is as valuable in the sight 
of God as the soul of an adult, for each 
will live eternally. To win a child to 
Christ is to save both a soul and a life, 
while to win an adult is to save a soul, 
but often the life has been partly lived, 
and in some cases nearly all lived, and 
out of Christ. 


THe Humiity or a LitTLteE CHILD 


The Lord told the apostles that unless 
they were converted and became hum- 
ble like a little child they could not 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Little 
children are naturally humble and teach- 
able and trustful, but an adult must be 
converted to become as humble as a 
little child. To be saved one must re- 
nounce the value of his good works, ac- 
knowledging he is a lost sinner and 
accept Salvation as a free gift. Children 
soon lose their natural trait of humility, 
teachableness, and trustfulness, so they 
must be won early. Few children re- 
fuse to accept Christ if they are evange- 
lized at four or five or six. 


OFFENDING BELIEVING CHILDREN 


Much is said about offending saved 
children in Matthew 18 and Mark 9. It 
is a terrible sin to offend the children 
who believe in Christ. He said it would 
be better to cut off your hand or your 
foot, or put out your eye than to be 
guilty of this sin, and if those guilty 
of this sin received their deserts, they 
would have a millstone hanged about 
their necks and be drowned in the depth 
of the sea (Matt. 18:6), or go into hell 
into the fire that never shall be 
quenched, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched (Mark 
9: 42-48). 

How can this terrible sin be com- 
mitted? 

First, by discouraging a saved child, 
or by telling him he is not saved. 

Second, by failing to give him encour- 
agement and failing to teach him the 
milk of the Word (1 Pet. 2:2), so that 
he may grow in grace, 

Third, by demanding that he live as 
an adult Christian should. This sin is 
so common that if all who are guilty of 
it were cast into the sea, there would be 
a mighty splash and vacancies in strange 
places. 

But failing to bring children to Christ 
is certainly offending them, too, for it is 
unlikely for them to come to Christ by 
themselves, and their eternal salvation 
is involved. They are so willing to ac- 
cept Christ if someone will show them 
the way of salvation. 
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GUARDIAN ANGELS FOR SAVED CHILDREN 


Matthew 18:10 is a wonderful text. 
We are warned not to despise (or un- 
dervalue) a little child who believes, 
for God values him very, very highly. 
God appoints a guardian angel for each 
Saved child. This makes it plain that 
God knows when each child is saved. 
Wonder of wonders, an angel of mighty 
power is assigned to guard him. It isn’t 
the angel’s job to teach him. That is 
our job, but this should encourage us 
to win children to Christ even if we are 
not able to follow them up. The angel 
will lead them to where they will be 
taught. 

The world believes that all children 
have guardian angels, but the Bible does 
not teach this. If all believers prayed 
for the salvation of children and sought 
to win them, and if those won were not 
offended, millions of children would be 
won. 

STRAYING SHEEP 


It seems likely that the straying sheep 
in Matthew 18:12, 13 refers to a little 
child, for these verses are part of the 
Lord’s teaching about little children. If 
a shepherd has one hundred sheep, and 
only one of them has gone astray, he 
leaves the ninety and nine and seeks to 
find the one that is lost. If this requires 
him to go into the mountains, he goes. 
This surely should teach us that we 
should seek straying children at any 
cost. In the United States and Canada 
it is not a matter of one child lost out 
of every hundred, but less than one out 
of every three is even in any Sunday 
school. How terribly have the children 
been neglected! It is entirely our fault 
that we have neglected little children, 
and many of the Lord’s people have not 
believed that little children can accept 
Christ as Saviour. Little effort has been 
made to evangelize them. 

The parable makes it plain that the 
shepherd did not wait for the lost sheep 
to come home by himself. He went out 
after him. Lost sheep, because of their 
nature, cannot come home by them- 
selves. Neither, in most instances, will 
little children come to Christ by them- 
selves. It is our God-given duty to go 
out after them where they are. May 
God lay the burden on every child of 
His for the measure of his guilt for these 
millions of children not being won. May 
they humbly ask God what they can do 
to evangelize the children. 

The shepherd in the parable rejoiced 
when the lost sheep was found. We 
should rejoice over every child who 
accepts Christ. We cannot do this unless 
we are clear that when a child believes, 
he is saved. Luke 15:7 says that joy 
shall be in Heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth. If it was a little sinner, four 
or five or six years old, would Heaven 
rejoice? May God help us to win so 
many children that Heaven may be kept 
in an ecstasy of rejoicing. 
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Gop’s Witt DECLARED 
Matthew 18:14 says, “It is not the will 
of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones [children] should 


perish.” Christ came to save that which 
is lost. Little children are lost, or soon 
will be if they are not evangelized. 


They will surely perish if they grow 
up in sin. God loves each child and 
wants all of them to be saved, but He 
can only save them as we evangelize 
them. God’s will is not being done be- 
cause of our failure. 


PRAYER AND CHILD EVANGELISM 


“If we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us: and if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15). If 
we pray for the salvation of little chil- 
dren, God will answer our prayers, for 
He has declared His will regarding them. 


Not only hosts of children in the 
United States and Canada are not being 
reached, but in other lands the condi- 
tion is even worse. May hosts of the 
Lord’s people pray believingly for the 
evangelization of the children of their 
community, or their state, or nation. 
May many have the faith to pray for 
the evangelization of the children of 
other lands, even of the whole world. 
God will answer and will call more and 
more workers into child evangelism. 
These workers must be held up in prayer, 
and their support must be prayed in. 

This prayer ministry presents a great 
opportunity for elderly believers. The 
writer feels especially called to a min- 
istry of prayer for children everywhere, 
since he has been compelled to give up 
a measure of active service. 


Gop’s THREEFOLD PLAN 


God has commanded that children in 
the Christian home be evangelized by 
the believing father (Eph. 6:4). Stray- 
ing children become the responsibility of 
all believers (Matt. 18:12, 13). In John 
21:15 Christ Jesus unfolds His plan for 
the evangelization of the children in 
the Church, which would certainly in- 
clude the Sunday school. Christ was 
not speaking to Peter as a father, but 
as to a spiritual leader in the Church. 
He commanded Peter to “feed my lambs.” 
He certainly meant the children, and 
isn’t it precious that He said, “my 
lambs”? He asked Peter if he loved 
Him enough to feed His lambs. If lambs 
are the children—and they surely are 
—and if they are to be fed, this would 
certainly include their evangelization. 
To lead children to Christ seems to be 
the supreme test of our love for Christ. 
The amazing thing is that Peter did not 
promise Christ that he would feed His 
lambs. He finally tried to turn the 
Lord’s command aside by asking Him 
what John was to do if he was to feed 
lambs. The Lord rebuked him, and 
said, “Follow me.” In other words, “Do 
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as I have commanded you about little 
children.” 


FOLLOWING Gop’s PLAN 


If the fathers, the c:urch leaders, and 
all the believers had followed God's plan, 
we would not have the millions of chil- 
dren growing up without being evange- 
lized. It has seemed as hard to get men 
to evangelize children as it was to get 
Peter to do so. Many men seem to feel 
that it is beneath thei» dignity to evange- 
lize little children. No doubt it is hard 
for them to believe that little children 
can be born again. Praise God, more and 
more men—pastors and laymen—are now 
evangelizing children. There will be 
more. It is wonderful that there are 
shosts of women who are child evange- 
lists. Even the Apostle John interrupted 
the Lord Jesus when He was urging 
child evangelism upon the _ apostles 
(Mark 9:36-48). Christ patiently put up 
with the interruption, but when He had 
answered John, He returned immediately 
to what He was saying about child 
evangelism. 

When they brought little children to 
Christ (Luke says they were infants) 
that He might touch them, the apostles 
rebuked those who brought the children, 
but when Christ saw it He was much 
displeased, and He took the children up 
in His arms; put His hands upon them, 
and blessed them, These were tiny infants 
and could not then become believers, 
but Christ showed His love for and in- 
terest in them. However, the apostles 
did not have the Lord’s interest in little 
children. He said, “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God” 
(Mark 10:14). 

At the time of Christ’s triumphal en- 
try into Jerusalem the children were 
crying in the Temple and saying, “Ho- 
sanna to the son of David.” These must 
have been saved children, and the Holy 
Spirit must have given them this mes- 
sage. The chief priests were terribly 
displeased with the children’s testimony, 
but the Lord approved of it and said, 
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise” (Matt, 21: 
15, 16). 

CHILDREN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 28:9, 10 says, “Whom shall he 
teach knowledge? and whom shall he 
make to understand doctrine? them that 
are weaned from the milk, and ‘drawn 
from the breasts.” This should be done 
“precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little, and there 
a little.” I believe this is the abiding 
plan of God that little children should 
be taught the things of God from in- 
fancy—that they should be taught doc- 
trine and the way of salvation, which 
is so simple. Then they should early 
be led to accept Jesus as their personal 
Saviour and then still be taught on 
and on. 

PAcIFIC PALISADES, CALIF, 
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Three P’s of Effective Teaching 


What one teacher has found in sixty years of service in the Sunday school 


ty 


ORE than sixty years ago, a timid 

eighteen-year-old girl stepped be- 
fore a Sunday school class of boys in 
New York City for the first time. Chal- 
lenged by the neec,pf teachers for such 
growing youngsters, she had agreed to 
“try to teach them something about 
God.” Today, six decades later, Miss 
Catherine C. Robinson, veteran Sunday 
school teacher, is still “trying,” utiliz- 
ing a formula she has developed over 
the years, 

How successful she has been in making 
Christ real to her students can only be 
judged by the many whose lives have 
been changed as a result of sitting under 
her instruction. 

Nearing fourscore now, “Miss Kitty,” 
as she is affectionately known to her 
friends and co-workers in the Second 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), in 
the Bronx, still continues hard at work, 
seeking to live up to the high calling 
of the Christian teacher. Aiding her 
in her efforts is a long experience as 
a public schoolteacher, from which work, 
however, she has long since retired. 

Asked recently for her suggestions to 
make Bible school teaching more effec- 
tive, Miss Robinson said: “Just as we 
used to think that there were three 
R’s to secular education, I believe there 
are three P’s for the Christian Sunday 
school teacher. When these are part of 
the instructor’s program, success is 
usually assured.” 

The first essential, according to Miss 
Robinson, is that of patience. “Without 
this vital ingredient for successful teach- 
ing, I just don’t see how anyone can 
hope to do effective teaching. Boys and 
girls are growing into maturity. They 
are filled with excess energy. They may 
do things which at times just seem to 
be—well, annoying, to put it mildly. And 
they may also seem slow in grasping 
what one is trying to teach them. 

“Yet some of these same boys and 
girls may turn into Christian minis- 
ters, evangelists, missionaries, ministers’ 
wives. 

“Patience can win a boy or girl quicker 
than anything else, even if that sounds 
like a paradox. Emerson has said that 
your actions speak more loudly than 
your words, and the teacher who doesn’t 
lose his or her temper, when something 
wrong, but demonstrates real 
Christlike grace, often wins another soul 
for the Lord.” 

Asked how one developed patience, 
Miss Robinson advised: “It must be 
practiced, just like anything else worth 
acquiring. One must resolve as he en- 
ters a classroom that by God’s grace 
nothing that day will upset his poise, or 
destroy the effectiveness of the lesson. 


As told to WILLIAM FOLPRECHT 


And he must ask God’s help to develop 
patience, too.” 

In this regard, Miss Robinson delights 
in telling of the Sunday school super- 
intendent who first permitted her to 
teach. “He certainly had patience with 
me, as I struggled in those early days 
to make the Bible clear to my boys!” 

A firm believer in taking the teaching 
of children seriously, whether it be in 
public or Bible school, Miss Robinson 
then spoke of the second requisite for 
effective teaching. “Preparation, which 
should consist of far more than last- 
minute, late Saturday night perusal of 
a Sunday schoo] quarterly, is another 
essential. The best Sunday school teach- 
ers start preparing for next Sunday’s les- 
son as soon as the present week’s .is 
concluded. 

“And in this regard, preparation should 
consist of far more, even, than the ar- 
ranging of material to be taught in the 
coming lesson. A real Sunday school 
teacher will, himself, become a keen 
student of the Scriptures, constantly at- 
tempting to make 2 Timothy 2:15 a part 
of his life, ‘Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that need- 
eth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.’ The best teacher 
is the one who is himself a diligent 
student of God’s Word. 

“For such a purpose good Bible helps 
are needed, such as a Bible dictionary, 
which will describe Old Testament cus- 
toms and rituals, and throw light on 
events described in New Testament 
times. A Bible concordance, which will 
reveal where just about every important 
word is found in the Scriptures, will 
be found valuable, too. And, of course, 
the aid of good, sound lesson helps will 
add to the teacher’s own Scriptural 
knowledge, throw further ideas on the 
text, and help him to apply it to life 
today.” 

The faithful New York teacher then 
described the third essential for success- 
ful Bible teaching: 

“Patience and preparation, the first 
two P’s, are important, of course, to 
good teaching anywhere, whether of a 
secular, material nature, in public 
schools or anywhere, for the teacher 
must first know what he is to teach, and 
then, how to do it, graciously, smoothly, 
knowing that patience worketh wonders 
with growing children. 

“But we are talking about Christian 
teachers in the Sunday school. And that 
makes the difference. For besides pa- 
tience and preparation the Sunday school 
teacher needs prayer. Without this, all 
of his patience and knowledge, secured 
through study of the lesson and books 
on ‘How to Teach,’ will be of little avail. 
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He may be able to ‘entertain’ the class, 
keep them amused during most of the ses- 
sion, but I doubt that he will truly reach 
them for Christ. 

“A Sunday school teacher who doesn’t 
pray is only half equipped to do the 
tremendous job that is his. He’s going 
out with only part of the armor he needs 
to fight the insidious wiles of Satan, who 
would destroy the souls of boys and girls. 
A knowledge of the Bible is essential, 
but prayer makes that knowledge truly 
effective. It puts keenness to the sword 
of the Spirit, the Bible (Heb, 4:12). 

“Prefacing the actual teaching session 
Sunday mornings with moments spent 
with God in prayer does as much as 
anything else and more to insure a bet- 
ter session. And daily devotional pe- 
riods to strengthen one’s spiritual life 
are invaluable in making one a better 
Bible teacher. We are not teaching some 
mere man’s philosophy when we teach 
God’s Word, but the truth of the living 
God, who is concerned about His truth 
lodging in the listener’s life. And God's 
Word will never return unto Him void 
(Isa. 55:11).” 

Miss Robinson’s unusual record of 
more than sixty years of teaching God's 
Word appears to be ample proof of the 
value of this formula—patience, prepara- 
tion, prayer. Like this humble but faith- 
ful teacher in New York City, God can 
use us, too, in like fashion, to bring 
glory to His name. 

Scuenectapy, N. Y. 


% 


Along the “Trail of ‘98 With 
the Christian Fellowship Tour 


KAGWAY (from the Indian name 

“Skagua,”: meaning “North Wind”), 
over a thousand miles northwest of Seat- 
tle and Vancouver, is the northernmost 
point that will be reached by the 
Chilcotin, the comfortable, luxurious 
steamer on which the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour party will travel this summer. 
This historically famous little town lies 
at the head of Lynn Canal, nestled 
snugly among snow-capped peaks, four 
to six thousand feet high. It was from 
this point that thousands of prospectors 
set out on foot over the White Pass to 
the headwaters of the Yukon. This is 
the Skagway which, in the spring of ’98, 
grew to a city of 15,000 people—people 
of all stations and nationalities—all 
drawn to the Northland by the lure of 
the Klondike gold. 

At Skagway, now the southern terminus 
of the White Pass and Yukon Railway, 
the tour party will entrain for a magnifi- 
cent scenic ride to Carcross in Yukon 
Territory, Canada, about 67 miles farther 
north. This is the pioneer railroad of 
98, and it is no exaggeration to Say 
that probably nowhere else is there a 
trip by rail more interesting or thrill- 


(Continued on page 276) 








266 (6) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


April 2, 1955 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. APRIL 17. REHOBOAM, KING OF JUDAH 


2 Chronicles 10 to 13; 1 Kings 12; printed text, 2 Chronicles 10:6-17 


Golden Text.—If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it shall be given him.—Jas. 1:5 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 10:6 And king Rehoboam took counsel with the 
old men that had stood before Solomon his father while 
he yet lived, saying, What counsel give ye me to return 
answer to this people? 

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to 
this people, and please them, and speak good words to 
them, they will be thy servants for ever. 

8 But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave 
him, and took counsel with the young men that were brought 
up with him, that stood before him. 

9 And he said unto them, What advice give ye that we 
may return answer to this people, which have spoken to 
me, saying, Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father did 
put upon us? 

10 And the young men that were brought up with him 
spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou answer the people 
that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt 
thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father’s loins. 

11 For whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon you, I 
will put more to your yoke: my father chastised you with 
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 


12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam 
on the third day, as the king bade, saying, Come again to 
me on the third day. 

13 And the king answered them roughly; and king Reho- 
boam forsook the counsel of the old men, 

14 And answered them after the advice of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add 
thereto: my father chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

15 So the king hearkened not unto the people: for the cause 
was of God, that the Lorp might perform his word, which 
he spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite td Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king would not hearken 
unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What 
portion have we in David? and we have none inheritance in 
the son of Jesse: ewery man to your tents, O Israel: and 
now, David, see to thine own house. So all Israel went 
to their tents. . 

17 But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


r ke history of Israel falls into well- 
defined periods. 

First came the period of the 
judges, beginning with Moses, who led 
the people from Egypt, ordered the 
nation, and brought them to the border 
of the land. After the conquest of the 
land under Joshua, the rule of the judges 
continued until the time of Samuel. 

Then came the united kingdom, when 
the nation was one under Saul, David, 
and Solomon. 

The period of the divided kingdom 
followed, beginning with the defection 
of the northern tribes under the leader- 
ship of Jeroboam, brought to a head be- 
cause of the folly of Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon. 

With the captivity of the northern 
tribes at the hands of Sargon in 722 B.C. 
there came the period of the single 
kingdom. The kingdom of Judah per- 
sisted from Hezekiah to Zedekiah, until 
it met a similar fate to that of its north- 
ern neighbor, at the hands of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in 586 B.C. 

After the seventy years of the Babylo- 
nian captivity came the restoration, begun 
in the days of Cyrus, introducing the 
period of dependency, which ended in 
the complete collapse and dispersion of 


“ < < < 


the nation in A.D, 70, when Jerusalem 
was destroyed by Titus. 

The period of dispersion has been long, 
and frequently attended by the horrors 
of massacre and oppression, answering 
to the prophetic warnings of Moses in 
Deuteronomy 28, 

But a new era began to dawn for 
Israel during the first World War, and 
the dream of centuries was realized in 
the re-establishment of the nation in 


1948. Israel is a very ancient people, 
but a very new nation. If we rightly 
understand the prophetic Scriptures, 


there are dark days ahead for the re- 
juvenated nation, but beyond that a 
glorious place in the purposes of God,, 
when the greater David will be their 
King, and not theirs only, but King over 
all the earth. 

Our present series of lessons will con- 
centrate on the third and fourth periods, 
ranging from 975 to 586 B.C. 


Verse by Verse . 

Verse 7.—“. . . If thou be kind to this 
counsel with the old men that had stood 
before Solomon .. .” For context read 
the preceding verses. Rehoboam’s action 
looked hopeful. The men who had stood 
before Solomon must have imbibed some 
of his practical wisdom. 

Verse 7.—“. . . If thou be kind to this 
people . .. they will be thy servants 
for ever.” Their counsel was just what 


we should expect from men of experi- 


ence who know the ways of men. See 
Proverbs 15:1. 

Verse 8.—“But he . . . took counsel with 
the young men that were brought up 
with him...” Rehoboam was not wise 
enough to recognize wisdom. The coun- 
sel of wisdom did not appeal to his 
haughty spirit, so he turned to his own 
cronies who shared his spirit. 


Verse 9.—“What advice give ye... 
Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father 
did put upon us?” One can imagine the 
scornful manner of the braggart youth, 
by which he indicated the sort of answer 
he wanted. He really did not want 
advice, but support in his own deter- 
mination. 

Verse 10.—“This shalt thou answer... 
My little finger shall be thicker than 
my father’s loins.” Observe the flattery 
in these words of the young men, cal- 
culated to inflate Rehoboam’s ego, They 
were preparing him for destruction. 

Verse 11.—“. . . I will put more to 
your yoke: my father chastised you with 
whips, but I... with scorpions.” Solo- 
mon’s oppression of the people had been 
a gradual development, as he departed 
more and more from God. His son was 
here advised to establish oppression as a 
policy of the kingdom, with no concern 
for the well-being of the people. 

Verse 12—‘So Jeroboam , . . came to 
Rehoboam on the third day .. .” What 
Rehoboam was about to do was not in 
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the heat and haste of the moment, but 
deliberate and considered. That makes 
it all the worse. For information about 
Jeroboam see 1 Kings 11: 26-40, 


Verse 13.—“And the king . . . forsook 
the counsel of the old men.” It was a 
matter of deliberate choice. The two 
courses were clearly before him, and he 
revealed his own heart in what he chose. 


Verse 14—“And answered them after 
the advice of the young men .. .” Here 
was a man in the office of a prince but 
lacking the heart of a prince. Power- 
crazed, he vaunted his power before his 
subjects, showing that he despised them, 
and turned them into rebels. 


Verse 15.—“. . . the cause was of God, 
that the Lord might perform his word 
...”’ See 1 Kings 11:29-39. On the one 
side we have the studied, free act of 
the man; on the other side the deter- 
minate counsel of God. The ultimate 
example of this apparent contradiction 
is the crucifixion of Christ. See Acts 
2: 23. ; 

Verse 16.—“, . . What portion have we 
in David? . . . every man to your tents, 
O Israel...” The decision of the king 
fanned the smoldering fire of discontent 
into open and irreconcilable rebellion. 
Notice that Jeroboam and his followers 
fully recognized that it was a breach 
with David, God’s chosen. 


Verse 17.—“The children of Israel that 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam 
reigned over them.” So the division was 
made. Now we have two kingdoms— 
Israel, or Ephraim, in the north; Judah 
in the south. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


For all the wisdom of Solomon, and 
all the sage advice he gave his son, that 
son turned out to be a fool. I wonder 
why. No, I do not wonder at all, because 
for all the wisdom of Solomon, and all 
the sage advice he gave to others, Solo- 
mon himself played the fool, especially 
in the latter years of his life. He 
spurned that wisdom which finds its 
beginning in the fear of the Lord, and 
he walked in the way of sinners. No 
wonder his son paid little heed to all 
the royal counsel that had been heaped 
upon him. 


The mounting evils of Solomon’s later 
years had made many malcontents in the 
kingdom. Rehoboam had the oppor- 
tunity to turn these malcontents into 
staunch servants, or irreconcilable rebels. 
Had he accepted the counsel of prudence 
from the men who had learned wisdom 
from the lips of Solomon, the nation 
would have been united under him. 
Instead, he chose to follow the light, 
haughty, irresponsible counsel of the 
younger set who were more eager to 
flatter the prince than to serve the peo- 
ple. So the nation fell apart, and re- 
mained so till both kingdoms fell before 
the onslaught of superior forces. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. (15) April 10.—Our Assurance of 
Eternal Life. Mark 16:1-7; John 
11:25-27; 14:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 15 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. (2) April 24.—Asa’s Religious Re- 
forms ... ...2 Chronicles 14 to 16 








Alexander Whyte recalls John Ruskin’s 
reply to an editorial in the Daily Tele- 
graph which complained of the servants 
of that day. Ruskin wrote in part: “Sir, 
you so seldom write nonsense that you 
will, I am sure, pardon your friends for 
telling you when you do so. Your article 
on servants to-day is sheer nonsense. It 
is just as easy and just as difficult now 
to get good servants as ever it was. You 
may have them, as you may have pines 
and peaches, for the growing; or you 
may even buy them good, if you can 
persuade the good growers to spare them 
off their walls; but you cannot get them 
by political economy and the law of 
supply and demand. Sir, there is only 
one way to have good servants, and that 
is to be worthy of being well served. 
All nature and all humanity will serve 
a good master, and will rebel against 
an ignoble one.” Rehoboam alienated 
men who might have been good servants, 
because he was a bad master. 


But God works through the folly of 
men to accomplish His own purposes. 
The chronicler adds this significant 
word, “for the cause was of God” (v. 
15). That does not mitigate the guilt 
and folly of Rehoboam, any more than 
“the determinate counsel and foreknowl- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT periods of Jewish history are 
covered in the Biblical records? 


2. Which of these periods enter into 
our present series of lessons? 


3. In what connection does Jeroboam 
first appear in the narrative? 


4. How did Jeroboam become an en- 
emy of Solomon? 


5. What occasion did Jeroboam seize 
to press for an alleviation of the op- 
pressive conditions under Solomon? 


6. What reason can be given for Reho- 
boam’s failure to follow the wise coun- 
sel of his father? 


7. What advice did the older counselors 
of the realm give to Rehoboam? 

8. What advice did Rehoboam’s com- 
panions give him? 

9. How long did the rift between the 
tribes last? 


10. What contrast can be drawn be- 
tween Rehoboam and the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 


(Answers on page 276) 
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edge of God” mitigated the guilt of those 
who brought about the crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus (Acts 2:23). 

We must not leave this lesson without 
noticing a remarkable comparison. Reho- 
boam said, “My father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add thereto.” The Lord 
Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me .. . for my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 
11:29, 30). We have a good Master. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The critical condition (2 Chron. 10: 1-5) 

2. The conflicting counsel (vs. 6-11) 

3. The calamitous consequence (vs. 16- 
19) 


Topics for Development 

Vanity of Vanities. In Ecclesiastes 
Solomon indicates the vanity of all 
earthly pursuits—pleasure, knowledge, 
acquisition of wealth, houses and lands. 
He tried them all, and tells particularly 
of his labors in amassing great wealth 
and supervising amazing developments. 
Then he says: “I hated all my labour 
which I had taken under the sun: be- 
cause I should leave it unto the man 
that shall be after me. And who know- 
eth whether he shall be a wise man or 
a fool? yet shall he have rule over all 
my labour” (Eccles. 2:18, 19). It seems 
as if Solomon already had a suspicion 
that his heir would prove a fool. And 
so it turned out. Rehoboam’s folly di- 
vided the kingdom and lost much of the 
wealth accumulated by his father. Large 
inheritances are a doubtful blessing, but 
godliness is a heritage of priceless worth. 

Two Sides to Every Question. We 
have noticed how the chronicler re- 
counts the entire action of Rehoboam, 
presenting him as a free moral agent 
making deliberate choice of a wrong and 
foolish course, and then adds the phrase 
of spiritual insight, “for the cause was 
of God” (v. 15). Here is an opportunity 
to show how the sovereign purposes and 
decrees of God are wrought out through 
the free activities of men. Some are 
puzzled about this question, thinking 
that the sovereign decrees of God and 
the free moral agency of men are con- 
tradictory and mutually exclusive. How- 
ever, all Scripture accepts these two 
without any sense of incompatibility. 
The decrees of God are certain, but they 
are not mandatory, nor is their opera- 
tion deterministic of human conduct. 
Those who crucified the Lord Jesus acted 
responsibly and freely, and stand ac- 
countable for their action, yet in their 
deed they fulfilled “the determinate 
counsel , . . of God.” 


Rehoboam and Jesus. The point men- 
tioned at the end of the Heart of the 
Lesson should be stressed. The foolish 
king boasted that he would make the 
yoke of his subjects heavier than his 
father had done, but Jesus calls to “all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden,” 
inviting them to take His yoke, “for my 
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yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
And He is true to His word. 

A Comparison. Compare Rehoboam 
and George III, Jeroboam and George 
Washington, the northern tribes and the 
thirteen colonies. There may be points 
of contrast, too! 


Practical Applications 


Age is not necessarily wise, nor youth 
necessarily foolish. Wisdom and folly 
both increase with age. Wise youth lis- 
tens to the wisdom of age, but foolish 
youth spurns the experience of the hoary 
head. 

It is not enough to tell your son what 
you want him to be. You must live it. 

Counsel accompanied by flattery is 
sure to be bad, and the advice of the 
braggart is the way of destruction. 

The surest way to be well served is 
to serve well. “It is the way the Mas- 
ter went.” 


Golden Text 

Jas. 1:5.—“If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God .. . and it shall be 
given him.” For the kind of wisdom 
that God will supply, see James 3:17, and 
draw the contrast with James 3:13-15. 


ELMHuvRST, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsteD HyMNsS 
“O God of Bethel, by Whose Hand” 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose tender mercy 
has brought us together again for wor- 
ship and Bible study, we thank Thee 
for all Thy kindness toward us and ask 
Thy blessing as we open a new series 
of Bible lessons today. Open our eyes 
to see and our hearts to receive all we 
may learn from Thy dealings with Israel 
of old. Forgive us all our sins and make 
us wise and strong to order our lives 
by Thy Word. Guide us in our perplex- 
ities, strengthen us for our trials and 
temptations, comfort us in trouble, and 
help all who are afflicted whoever they 
may be, that they may seek and find 
Thee in their trials and be better for 
them. Direct the leaders of this and 
other lands before the pressing ques- 
tions of our time. Give repentance to 
sinners and backsliders. Revive all Thy 
people in love and devotion to Thee. 
Support and use Thy messengers at home 
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and afar, and may Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as in Heaven, 
for Thy name’s sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Thomas Carlyle, 
famous Scottish man of letters, had a 
godly father. The eminent son devel- 
oped doubts about Christianity, but he 
once said: “I am living on the after- 
Shine of my father’s faith.” “That’s all 
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very well,” someone commented, “but 
when the next generation comes along 
and tries to live on the aftershine of 
the aftershine, it’s pretty thin stuff.” 

We see that in Rehoboam. His grand- 
father, David, was a real man of God 
who stood the testings of the years. His 
son, Solomon, made a promising start; 
but as time went on, it was plain that 
he lived on the aftershine of his father’s 
faith. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, how- 
ever, had only the aftershine of the 
aftershine, and it was too thin to support 
him. He proved a weak and foolish 
ruler. Solomon began his reign by ask- 
ing God for wisdom and it was given 
him, though he later failed to use all 
the wisdom he had. Rehoboam, faced 
with a demand for an easing of the peo- 
ple’s burdens, asked advice from one 
group and then another, but failed to 
consult God at all. As a result he took 
the worse advice and lost a kingdom. 

It is a blessing to have godly ancestors, 
but you cannot get by on the faith of 
your fathers alone. That faith must live 
again in you and you must live by it, 
if you are to find salvation and meet 
the demands of life victoriously. John 
the Baptist told the people of his day 
that it was useless for them to say, “We 
have Abraham to our father,” unless 
Abraham’s trust and obedience dwelt 
again in them. So, thank God if you 
have good Christian parents, but let 
their example and training move you 
to seek the Lord with all your heart 
and then to walk life’s way in the light 
of His Word. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“And King Rehoboam took counsel 
with the old men” (2 Chron, 10:6).— 
Rehoboam’s father, King Solomon, would 
certainly have approved of such an act 
on the part of the young king, for he 
said in his day, “Without counsel pur- 
poses are disappointed: but in the mul- 
titude of counsellors they are estab- 
lished.” And again, “Every purpose is 
established by counsel: and with good 
advice make war” (Prov. 15:22; 20:18). 

It was good advice the elders gave 
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him, but instead of making war with it, 
Rehoboam made war against it, to his 
embarrassment and shame. 

How often so many of us act like the 
man of whom it is humorously said, that 
when he asked the doctor for advice, 
and was told to eliminate tobacco and 
liquor, he turned to leave. The doctor 
said, “You haven't paid me for my ad- 
vice.” The patient slammed the door, 
and said, “I’m not taking it!” 

Close at hand was Shemaiah, the 
prophet, who was known as “the man 
of God” (2 Chron. 11:2). The best thing 
Rehoboam could have done was to have 
called that prophet and secured “the 
counsel of the Lord” which “standeth 
for ever, and the thoughts of his heart 
to all generations” (Psa. 33:11). 

The memory text in connection with 
our lesson is most appropriate, “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not” (Jas. 1:5). 

Rehoboam must have known that his 
father asked the Lord for wisdom; and 
received it exceeding abundantly above 
all he asked or thought. (See 1 Kings 
3:5-15:; also 4:29-34). He must also have 
been aware of the fact that his grand- 
father David had the good habit of in- 
quiring of the Lord when in a dilemma 
(see 1 Sam. 23:2, 4; 30:8; 2 Sam. 2:1; 
5:19, 23). What but failure can Reho- 
boam expect after ignoring both exam- 
ple and precept? 

Mrs. Jonathan Goforth related the fol- 
lowing striking incident revealing the 
fact that the Lord even grants wisdom 
to children who seek His guidance. 

When her grandfather was a young 
boy, he went to visit cousins whose home 
was on the edge of a dense forest. One 
day he and the cousins, lured by the 
beautiful wild flowers, became hope- 
lessly lost in those woods. 

After vainly trying to find their way 
out, the oldest, a young girl, called the 
frightened, crying little ones around her 
and said: “When Mother died, she told 
us always to tell Jesus if we were in 
any trouble. Let us kneel down and ask 

Him to show us the way home.” 

They knelt, and as she prayed, one 
of the little ones opened his eyes to 
find a bird so close to his hand that 
he reached out for it. The bird hopped 
away, but kept so close to the child as 
to lead him on. Soon all were joining in 
the excitement of chasing the bird, 
which flew or hopped in front or just 
above, and sometimes on the ground 
almost within reach. Then suddenly it 
flew into the air and away. The chil- 
dren looked up to find themselves on 
the edge of the woods and in sight of 
home! 


“I will chastise you with scorpions” 
(2 Chron. 10:14).—As soon as the flip- 
pant young men mentioned whipping 
God’s people with scorpions, Rehoboam 
should have discerned that their advice 
was evil. For, unless he had completely 
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forgotten the history of the nation, he 
knew he had no authority to whip God’s 
people. Moses lost the honor and priv- 
ilege of leading the people over Jordan 
into the Promised Land because he spoke 
“unadvisedly with his lips” (Psa. 106: 
32, 33). He called the people “rebels.” 
Even if they were, he was unauthorized 
to call them that. Then, too, instead 
of speaking to the rock, as he was com- 
manded, he struck it (Num. 20:7-12). 

In each dispensation, the Lord’s peo- 
ple constitute His inheritance. They are 
the dearest object on earth to Him. He 
desires them fed, helped, and guided. 
When they need discipline, He can ar- 
range for it; but no boastful king can do 
it in the proper spirit. 

The Lord never wanted His people to 
forget that He delivered them from 
scorpions when He led them through the 
wilderness (Deut. 8:15). He did not 
want them chastised with scorpions in 
the land flowing with milk and honey. 


“And the king answered them roughly 

. -” (2 Chron. 10:13).—That was all it 
took to rend the kingdom which had 
been held together for 120 years! One 
wonders what, if anything, the young 
men did when they saw the disastrous 
results of their counsel. One wonders, 
too, if Rehoboam’s respect for the old 
men did not greatly increase. A few 
kind words would have saved the king- 
dom. Someone said, “If the king had 
stooped for one day, he would have 
conquered forever; but instead, he set 
the whole land ablaze with insurrection.” 

How many times Rehoboam must have 
recalled the wise words of his father: 
“A soft answer turneth away wrath: 
but grievous words stir up anger.” And 
again: “. . . a soft tongue breaketh the 
bone” (Prov. 15:1; 25:15). How many 
times must he have wished he had acted 
upon them! 

A preacher was approached by one 
of his parishioners who complained that 
the sermons were unedifying. The 
preacher said: “I’m sorry, I know they 
are poor sermons; I wish I could make 
them better. Come, let ‘us pray that I 
may be able to do so.” Preacher and 
critic prayed and shed tears together. 
The sermons improved, the critic was 
edified; the congregation was kept to- 
gether. The critic said afterward, “I 
thought many times that it was strange 
that the preacher did not severely re- 
buke me!” 

“So all Israel went to their tents” 
(2 Chron. 10:16).—The die was cast! 
The Rubicon was crossed, so to speak. 
The division was a reality! Rehoboam 
was not true to his name. His name 
means, “Liberator,” or “Enlarger of the 
people.” Because of his haughtiness and 
insolence, he lost millions of his sub- 
jects—never to regain them again! 

The Spirit’s comment on his charac- 
ter is: “And he did evil, because he 
prepared not his heart to seek the Lord” 
(2 Chron, 12:14). May God in His grace 
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help us to seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, 

“So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” 
(Psa. 90:12). 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


N AUTOMOBILE siren blew crazily 

on a big, late-model convertible, 
occupied by six hilarious young people, 
as it whizzed by my house; and a few 
hours later the radio was reporting the 
accident that occurred about two miles 
out of town. On a sharp curve the car 
went out of control and plunged over 
a fifteen-foot embankment. The .driver 
and the girl next to him were killed; 
the other boy on the front seat and a 
boy on the back seat were taken to the 
hospital in a critical condition; girl on 
the back seat, broken arm, ribs frac- 
tured, and a concussion (will probably 
recover); ‘other boy on the back seat 
miraculously escaped with minor in- 
juries; the car totally demolished. 

This is what is called flaming youth. 

It is one of the inscrutable things of 
life that youth with a life expectancy 
of fifty more priceless years will hazard 
it for a night’s dissipation, while an 
adult with not more than a life ex- 
pectancy of twenty added years will 
guard it with utmost care. But that is 
“life in these United States.” 

Rehoboam was not a youth at the time 
of this lesson; he was about forty years 
old, but he acted as an unwise youth. 
He was without discretion. The kingdom 
of Israel to whose throne he succeeded 
was one of the most powerful in the 
world at that time. His grandfather, 
David, and his father, Solomon, had built 
it up to great strength, and it was in a 
period of its greatest prosperity. But 
King Solomon had imposed heavy taxes 
on the people in order to maintain an 
expensive government, palatial build- 
ings, and a harem (or harems) for his 
many heathen wives and concubines, 
When King Solomon died and Rehoboam 
came to the throne, the people came to 
him with a request for a reduction in 
taxes and a more reasonable govern- 
ment. Rehoboam told them he would 
take the matter under consideration, and 
to come back in three days. Then he 
called in the old men who had been 
his father’s counselors. They advised 
him, “If thou be kind to this people, and 
please them, and speak good words to 
them, they will be thy servants for 
ever.” But Rehoboam had other ideas. 
He called in the young men who had 
grown up with him, that stood before 
him, and asked their advice, saying, How 
shall I answer these people who are ask- 
ing me to make the yoke that my father 
did put upon them lighter? And they 
gave their thoughtless and foolish coun- 
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sel, which resulted in Rehoboam’s an- 
swer, “My father made your yoke heavy, 
but I will add thereto: my father chas- 
tised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions.” That was sufficient 
to throw ten of the twelve tribes into 
rebellion led by Jeroboam, who had once 
been one of Solomon’s officers. The re- 
bellion was highly successful, Jeroboam 
was made king of the ten seceding tribes, 
and Rehoboam was stripped of all but 
two of the twelve tribes—Judah and 
Benjamin. 

Rehoboam reigned in Judah and Ben- 
jamin (called the kingdom of Judah) 
seventeen years, during which time he 
forsook the worship of God and wor- 
shiped idols and took unto him heathen 
wives. Shishak, king of Egypt, came up 
against him with a mighty conquering 
army and sacked Jerusalem and many 
of the cities of Judah, took away the 
treasures from the Temple and the palace 
in Jerusalem. “Then came Shemaiah 
the prophet te Rehoboam and to the 
princes of Judah, that were gathered 
together at Jerusalem because of Shi- 
shak, and said unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and 
therefore have I also left you in the 
hand of Shishak.” 

How different it might all have been 
if Rehoboam had been wise enough in 
the beginning to heed the advice of those 
old counselors, and if he had stood loyal 
to the God of David, who also would 
have been strength and wisdom to him! 

“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word. With my whole 
heart have I sought thee: O let me not 
wander from thy commandments. Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
119:9-11). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson 
WuoseE ApviceE SHALL WE TAKE? 
YEAR ago our class spent one quar- 
ter on the history of the northern 
kingdom of Israel, and we found it in- 
teresting as well as instructive. This 
quarter we are to have the history of 
Judah, the southern kingdom. And Iam 
even more interested in it! Can you 
guess why? (Because it was ruled over 
by David’s line of kings.) A good an- 
swer, and closely connected with what 
was in my mind. The history of the 
southern kingdom is the history of 
Judah, the tribe from which Christ was 
to come. That is the greatest reason 
for my preference, but there is another: 
in the story of the northern kingdom 
we never came across one good king, 
but in Judah there were some very good 

kings as well as some very bad ones. 
You girls who like history are sure 
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to enjoy these lessons. You who do not 
care much for history will still find them 
worth while, because God has given the 
Old Testament for our instruction as 
well as the New. If we follow the les- 
sons we learn, they will bring great 
blessing into our lives. I do not see how 
any of us can help being somewhat in- 
terested in Bible history when we re- 
member that all these people are still 
living today, some in Heaven and some 
in hell. And we will see and talk to 
those in Heaven whenever we are called 
out of this world. 

Today’s lesson is called “Whose Ad- 
vice Shall We Take?” This is a most 
important question for each of us. Good 
advice has helped many lives, while 
wrong advice has wrecked others. 

Rehoboam, the young man _ whose 
career we are to follow today, had ex- 
cellent advice given him, but he did not 
follow it. His father, King Solomon, 
the wisest man who ever lived, wrote 
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the Book of Proverbs, by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, and many of the 
verses are addressed directly to Reho- 
boam, as one of his sons. Read Proverbs 
4: 10-13 for an instance of this. Now let’s 
reread verse 10, “Hear, O my son, and 
receive my sayings; and the years of thy 
life shall be many.” But Rehoboam did 
not follow his father’s advice, and so 
died at the age of fifty-eight. 

Rehoboam inherited the richest throne 
in the world. His father Solomon had 
been one of the wealthiest rulers this 
world has ever seen. The Temple of the 
Lord, built during his reign, was one of 
the most magnificent buildings ever 
erected, and Solomon’s palace was 
grander than that of any other monarch, 
Let us read Ecclesiastes 2:4-10 to see 
some of the things Solomon had accumu- 
lated during his lifetime. This is Solo- 
mon speaking. Rehoboam inherited all 
this, but lacked his father’s wisdom. 

In order to do all of his building, King 
Solomon had had to conscript labor as 
well as to tax property. First Kings 
5:13, 14 tells of thirty thousand Israelites 
he drafted to cut timber, in addition to 
the slave labor he owned. These men 
had to spend one month out of every 
three working away from home in the 
forests of Lebanon. 

Now look at 2 Chronicles 10:1-4. I 
believe the Israelites were justified in 
this request. There could not have been 
a need for much more building, and they 
did not ask Rehoboam to abclish en- 
forced labor or taxes, but only to ease 
them somewhat. Verse 5 would suggest 
that the young king might be going to 
answer wisely, because he wanted time 
to consider. Read verses 6, 7. What do 
you think of the advice of the old men? 
(It was good.) I agree. Rehoboam was 
fortunate to have some of his father’s 
advisors to counsel him. In any case 
wisdom should increase with age, and 
these men had also been privileged to 
hear Solomon’s words of wisdom. But 
verse 8 says, “He forsook the counsel 
which the old men gave him.” Read 
verses 9-14. Why do you think Reho- 
boam liked the advice of the young men 
better? (Because it sounded important 
and powerful.) That is a good answer. 
It appealed to his pride. He had already 
forgotten God’s Word given to him by 
his father, “Pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall” (Prov. 16:18). 

Now let us read the rest of the chapter. 
Rehoboam found out immediately that 
he had taken the wrong advice. His 
wealthy kingdom was reduced at once, 
so that thenceforth he ruled over only 
a fraction of the country. He had 
boasted that he was going to be more 
severe than his great father. But he had 
to leap into his chariot and flee for his 
life! 

Rehoboam took wrong advice and his 
life was a failure. Where can we get 
the right advice for our lives? Our 
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Golden Text tells us. Who can quote 
James 1:5? Good. The counsel given 
by God is perfect. If we go to Him 
asking for heavenly wisdom, and then 
read the Bible daily, we will never make 
Rehoboam’s mistake. God’s Word con- 
stantly teaches humility. Rehoboam 
acted on the advice of pride. 

Sometimes God uses more experienced 
Christians to give us good advice. Talk- 
ing over our problems with godly par- 
ents, a Sunday school teacher or preacher 
is often a great help. Their advice is 
much more likely to be right than that 
of a beginner who hasn’t known the 
Lord very long. And of course we can- 
not follow the advice of unsaved people! 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly” (Psa. 1:1). 

Before the days of stop lights, a woman 
stood on a busy street corner wondering 
if she dared to cross. A gentlemanly 
looking man came up to her and said, 
“May I cross the street with you, 
ma’am?” “Oh, thank you,” she said, and 
taking his arm started across. The man 
went first this way and then that, until 
it was a wonder they were not killed. 
When they were safely across, the 
woman said to him indignantly, “It’s no 
thanks to you that we were not both 
killed! The way you crossed the street 
a person would think you were blind.” 
“I am, ma’am,” he answered, “that’s why 
I asked if I might cross the street with 
you.” Those who walk in the counsel 
of the ungodly have blind guides. But 
praise God, we always get perfect ad- 
vice from “the only wise God our Sav- 
iour.” If we follow it, our lives will 
be truly successful. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Beyond Native Ability.—If any of you 

lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him 
(Jas. 1:5, Golden Text). There was once 
a man, known to me, who as a boy 
missed out in common education. He 
had to go to work before he entered his 
teens. But early in boyhood he was 
converted, and he turned to the Bible 
for daily reading. He was only a com- 
monplace boy, with no sign of marked 
ability, yet he was laid hold of by such 
texts as: “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and unbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him,” and, “I can do 
all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.” In simple faith the youth 
accepted the Scripture’s promised power. 
He learned ambition from the Bible. He 
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essayed tasks that seemed beyond his 
ability. He advanced in his work until 
he entered a profession, still without 
academic advantages. He dared great 
and unusual things for the Kingdom. He 
came to a place of power and influence 
such as has been granted to few persons 
of this generation. Asked about his life- 
work, he said, “I have no native ability 
beyond the ordinary, but I have found 
in God’s Word the power that enables 
the commonplace man to do uncommon 
things for an everlasting God.—From a 
brochure by William T. Ellis. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 


Kindness Versus Violence.—If thou be 
kind to this people, and please them, 
and speak good words to them, they will 
be thy servants for ever (2 Chron. 10:7). 
There is a very ancient story of the 
forces of nature trying to get a man to 
discard his cloak. The north wind and 
the east wind blew fiercely against him, 
and he only clutched his cloak the more 
closely round him. Then the sun shone 
upon -him with all its benign warmth, 
and in a few moments the cloak was 
thrown aside. Rehoboam’s father said, 
“A soft answer turneth away wrath: but 
grievous words stir up anger.” Reho- 
boam’s old counselors agreed with the 
first, and his young advisers proved the 
truth of the second phrase.—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Silly Fellows!—He . . . took counsel 
with the young men that were brought 
up with him (2 Chron. 10:8). Joe came 
home with his clothes all wringing wet. 
“The ice wasn’t strong enough,” he grum- 
bled. “Then why did you slide?” asked 
Aunty. “’Cause all the other boys did,” 
said Joe. His aunt gave him dry clothes, 
set him down by the fire, and then told 
him a story. “When I was a little girl, 
Joe, my father had a great flock of sheep. 
They were queer things: where one went, 
all the rest followed. One day a big 
ram found a gap in the fence, so he 
jumped through it without looking where 
he was going, and down he tumbled 
to the bottom of an old dry well, where 
Father used to throw his rubbish. The 
next sheep jumped right after, and the 
next, and the next, until the well was 
full. Then Father had to pull them out 
as best he could, and the sheep at the 
bottom of the well were almost smoth- 
ered to death.” “My! what silly fellows!” 
exclaimed Joe. Then he looked up at 
his aunt and laughed.—From the Lon- 
don Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Check the Timetable!—But he forsook 
the counsel which the old men gave him, 
and took counsel with the young men 
that were brought up with him, that 
stood before him (2 Chron, 10:8). Dr. 
F. B. Meyer was once traveling to Chi- 
cago. He had a Bible on one knee and 
a timetable on the other. A man noting 
the Bible remarked, “I guess that old 
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Lesson for April 17 





Book of yours is played out.” “What 
do you mean?” asked the doctor. “Well,” 
came the reply, “don’t you know that 
the Old Testament is made up of a lot 
of stories and traditions that are what 
you might call folklore, and that the 
New Testament endorses the whole?” 
“Look here,” replied the doctor, “when 
I left the depot this morning I got this 
timetable. I don’t know who compiled 
it nor the sources from which it was 
derived, but I have been watching and 
testing it for the last four hours and 
have discovered that the list of stopping 
places it gives tallies exactly with those 
which occur en route. I am beginning 
to believe this timetable, and to feel that 
if it has proved true for the past I may 
trust it to get me to Chicago. This old 
Book has been tested by unnumbered 
millions. I have tested it myself from 
childhood. Take its prophecies—they 
have been literally fulfilled. It’s the 
Timetable of the human pilgrimage.” If 
Rehoboam had only listened to the tested 
advice of the old men, history might 
have been different—From Christian 
Digest. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robert- 
son, High Point, N. C. 


Far From the Old Paths.—And .the 
king answered them roughly; and king 
Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the old 
men (2 Chron. 10:13). “I attended the 
induction a few years ago of a young 
minister whom I knew quite well. At 
that time he was a humble Christian, 
and gave promise of being of much bless- 
ing in that church. On the boards of 
the church there were several old men 
who truly knew the Lord, but a younger 
section of the congregation wanted those 
old men retired. The minister listened 
to the young people, and was swayed by 
them. They wanted worldly amuse- 
ments, and they got them; other things 
followed that the minister admitted he 
knew were wrong. He wouldn’t heed 
the old men’s counsel, and today that 
church which once stood true to God 
and His Word, has nothing to offer to 
people seeking true Christian fellowship. 
The minister himself confessed to the 
writer, “We have gotten far away from 
the old paths.”—From a tract. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. Prize 
illustration, 


One Less Than He Thought.—And an- 
swered them after the advice of the 
young men (2 Chron. 10:14). A young 
man received a medal from an organiza- 
tion which used wvery extravagant lan- 
guage in extolling his accomplishments 
and his greatness. Jubilantly the prize 
winner went home and proudly repeated 
the words to his mother. Then he asked, 
“How many great men are there in the 
world today, anyhow?” After a mo- 
ment’s pondering, his mother replied, 
“One less than you think!”—From Robert 
F. Black, quoted in Now. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 
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At Least One Great Result.—So the 
king hearkened not unto the people: 
for the cause was of God (2 Chron. 10: 
15). Shortly after Ingersoll, the noted 
infidel, was defeated in his race for gov- 
ernorship of Illinois, he was one day 
broadly proclaiming his infidelity on 
board a railroad train between Chicago 
and Peoria. After being for sometime 
offensively voluble, he turned to a gen- 
tleman near him, and defiantly de- 
manded: “Tell me of one great result that 
Christianity has ever accomplished.” 
The gentleman, not wishing to open an 
argument with the boaster, hesitated to 
answer. The train had stopped and all 
was silent in the car. Just then an old 
lady of eighty years, who sat just behind 
the infidel, touched his arm with trem- 
bling hand, and said, “Sir, I do not know 
who you are, but I think I can tell you 
of one great and glorious thing which 
Christianity has done.” “What is it, 
madam?” said Ingersoll. “It has kept 
Robert G. Ingersoll from being gover- 
nor of the great State of Illinois.” If a 
stroke of lightning had flashed through 
the car the effect could not have been 
more marked. Ingersoll turned literally 
pale with rage, and remained silent.— 
From a book of “Anecdotes.” Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A King’s Choice (2 Chron. 10:6-11, 13, 14) 


iY THE teacher had or made a map 
of the twelve tribes to illustrate the 
lessons of the northern kingdom, which 
we studied a year ago, the same map 
may be used for the present lessons 
on the southern kingdom. It is not diffi- 
cult to outline such a map, enlarging a 
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Scripture texts posted in every 
om 00 of New York City’s 
three Rapid Transit Systems 
reach 6,000,000 subway riders 
every day—and attract remark- 
able interest and response. . 

These “Subway Sermons 
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the New York Bible Society is 
taking the Word of God to the 
people of New York City. 

You become 4 — in 

is thrilling work when you 
dian a New York Bible 
Society 

ANNUITY AGREEMENT 
And your Annuity brings you 
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for life. 
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‘NACATION-SCHOOL KIT 


You'll want to know more about the truly all-new vacation-school course that 
inspires youngsters to follow in the footsteps of the church’s greatest leaders. 

e Every one of these ten simplified lessons is true to the Bible, easy to teach, 
complete, and practical. Send for this wonderful introductory kit now! Here’s 

what you get: five teacher’s manuals and ‘five pupil’s workbooks (one for 
every age group, Nursery through Teen-age), plus the Director’s Manual, sam- 
“~~ ples from the picture set and Table-Top Pict-O-Graph set, plus the colorful 

V. B. S. Planbook, packed with information for the director and worker. It’s 

@ $4.00 value at just $3.75. Kit is returnable if not satisfactory. The Planbook 

i is yours to keep, absolutely free. 
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SM Famous FLANNEL AID 


for Bigger Better D.V.B.S. 


This can be your banner year! Investigate Higley’s Flannel Aid 
lesson material NOW. Fascinating, effective, economical. Com- 
plete for all departments, Beginner through Intermediate. Chil- 
dren love their work books. Teacher’s manual practical, inspiring. 


Higley’s Is Complete — Nothing Else Needed 
Easy to use, saves time, true to the Bible. Embodies latest 
teaching techniques. The most for your money! Lessons 
cover a cycle of three years. Flannel Board material is 
already colored and flannelized on the back . . . just cut 
out and use. Children everywhere delighted, teachers en- 
thusiastic. Write today. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, 110-118 E. Oak St., Dept. Fs. Butler, Ind. 















WE PREACH... 

Christ to Fis Kinsmen 
There are over two million Jews in New York City —- more 
than in the entire state of Israel. We reach these Jews 
with the Gospel of Christ through: Public meetings for adults 


and children, street meetings in the heart of Jewry, personal evangelism in homes and 
ae S tracts . . . distributed to Jews in New York, mailed te Jews 
aro world, upport this work with your prayers. Share in its thrilling results 
through our NEWS LETTER — sent free on request. 

Ask, too, for a free copy of the booklet, “Haw To Point A Jew To Christ.” 


NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION TO THE JEWS, iNC. 
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The great Pocket Testament League Campaign of 
Scripture distribution and mass evangelization has been 
launched in Africa! Following months of prayer and 
preparation in the U. S., International Director Alfred 
A. Kunz and Foreign Secretary Glenn Wagner flew to 
Africa in January to spearhead the Campaign. 


Mr. Kunz and Mr, Wagner have PRAYER — THE POWER 
been meeting with missionaries, BEHIND THE CAMPAIGN! 


government officials and national As never before in history, 
Christians to map out the plan of | Africa today needs the prayers of 


the Campaign. They are now en- Christians et America. Pray for 
, : PTL evangelists, for missionaries 

gaged in the first series of evangel- and for national Christians. Give 

istic mass meé¢tings combined with this Campaign your prayerful 

widespread Scripture distribution. support! 

Write for a free copy of our Africa Survey. 
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copy in a Bible. Before class the chil- 
dren may like to practice reading and 
pronouncing the names of the different 
tribes. Jerusalem and Shechem are the 
city names with which this lesson is 
concerned. 

In the palace of the great King Solo- 
mon in Jerusalem a boy was growing up. 
His father was very, very rich, so I im- 
agine young Prince Rehoboam had fine 
clothes and pretty much everything he 
wanted. God had given his father great 
wisdom, and Solomon wrote many prov- 
erbs to help young men know what was 
right to do. Do you remember some 
of them? King Solomon ruled over all 
the tribes of Israel, as his father, King 
David, had done. But to build all the 
fine palaces and have all the good things 
the rich king wanted, meant big taxes 
and hard work from the people. Then 
King Solomon died. And who became 
the new king? Yes, Rehoboam. 

I suppose there was a ceremony in 
Jerusalem when Rehoboam sat on Solo- 
mon’s golden throne with the dozen lions 
about it, and the golden crown was 
placed on his head. But the people who 
lived far to the north had gathered at 
Shechem for the great coronation when 
all the people would give him their alle- 
giance—or would they? There had been 
some grumbling about the taxes and 
the weeks of hard work for the king. 
A group of men headed by Jeroboam, 
who had started trouble even while 
Solomon lived, came to the king with the 
demands of the people. (Tell the story 
of the rebellion as given in 2 Chronicles 
10 and 11:1-4.) 

Not kings only, but boys and girls 
have to make choices, little ones every 
day, and sometimes big ones that make 
all life different. Who could give Reho- 
boam the better advice, the older men 
who had helped run the country before, 
or the young fellows who did not know 
any more about it than he? To whom 
do you listen—Dad, or the boys? There 
is someone even better to ask than the 
older folks, even better than Mother and 
Dad and Teacher and Grandmother. The 
Bible says, “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of .” Yes, God, “Let 
him ask of God ... and it shall be 
given him” (Jas. 1:5, Golden Text). God 
may often speak through Dad or Teacher. 
He speaks through His Word, the Bible. 
Why, Rehoboam had this advice from his 
father and from God! (Prov. 15:1.) God 
also speaks through His Spirit to those 
who know Him and listen to Him. Reho- 
boam did not ask God, but when God 
did speak and told him not to fight, he 
and all the people obeyed. If only he 
had asked God’s help at the beginning 
as k's father, King Solomon, had done! 

King Solomon had prayed: “O Lord 
God, . . . thou hast made me king... 
Give me now wisdom and knowledge, 
that I may go out and come in before 
this people: for who can judge this thy 
people, that is so great?” (2 Chron, 1: 
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WANTED: Gospel Tent 


used; to buy; or rent for July 3to 17. Capacity 800 to 
1500. Write Crusade for Christ, Box 344, Bristol, Pa. 
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YOUR VACATION THIS YEAR { 
CAN BE THE BEST EVER AT? 


SACANDAGA 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


On the Lake at 
Broadalbin, N. Y. 


For the whole family 


Excellent Food 
Comfortable Rooms 
Directed Sports Program 


Inspiring messages by such well-known 
speakers as: 
Dr. V. R. Edman, President, 
Wheaton College 
Dr. John Walvoord, President, 
Dallas Theological Seminary 


Dr. Clarence Mason, Dean, 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 
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Write today for illustrated folder giving 
complete program, to: 


Arthur J. Johnston, Director 
Broadalbin, N. Y. 
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He Knows 


With thousands this boy 
has learned Bible verses 
of soul winning power. 
By reciting 300 he has 
earned a week at one of 
our Bible camps. What 
about the other 19 Million 
unsaved boys and girls? 
$10.00 will provideaweek 
of camp for one of them. 


Write for Literature 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


1628-T Auburndale Hwy. 
Lakeland, Florida 
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please mention The Sunday School Times? 





Our hospitals, orphanage, 

rescue home and Bible training 
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Our Society, founded in 1860, is un- 
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denominational, 
your prayerful support. 
Write us for information 
and literature 





WOMAN'S UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
80 East 11th Street, Room 646, New York 3, N. Y. 
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9, 10.) And God said to Solomon, “Be- 
cause ,. . . thou hast not asked riches, 
wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine 
enemies, neither . . . long life; but hast 
asked wisdom and knowledge for thy- 
self, that thou mayest judge my people, 
over whom I have made thee king: wis- 
dom and knowledge is granted unto 
thee; and I will give thee riches, and 
wealth, and honour” (vs. 11, 12). How 
much better that was than Rehoboam’s 
selfish choice! 

“But speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up into him in all things” (Eph. 
4:15, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ON’T you wish sometimes that we 

could have lived in the long, long 
ago? What do you suppose it was like? 
(Teacher, here let the children give their 
suppositions. Be sure to guide their 
thinking aright.) In those days—long 
before the Lord Jesus lived—things were 
certainly a lot different from the way 
they are now. The clothes were dif- 
ferent, the houses were different, the 
roads were different. 

It was in that long, long ago that a 
king made a terrible mistake. I’m not 
going to give you one tiny idea as to 
what that mistake was. But listen very 
hard. Think harder than you’ve ever 
thought before. Let’s see how many 
of you will be able to discover what the 
awful mistake was. 

Rehoboam (Teacher, have the children 
repeat this unusual name Several times 
so that they will remember it well) was 
the son of the wisest king who ever 
lived. After his father died, Rehoboam 
became king over the people of God. 
Because King Rehoboam loved money 
and loved all the things that money could 
buy, he wanted to make certain that he 
would have lots and lots of money. His 
father had had much money. He deter- 
mined in his mind that he would have 
money. Now there is one way for a 
king to have money. He can make all 
of the people of his land pay lots and 
lots of money (taxes). That way he 
receives as much as he insists that they 
pay. So that is what King Rehoboam 
decided he would do. 

One day, even before anyone knew 
his decision, the people of his kingdom 
came to him and said something like 
this: “Your father made us pay lots of 
money. Now if you will arrange it so 
that we don’t have to pay you as much, 
and if we will not have to work as hard, 
we will serve you.” 

King Rehoboam replied, “I will think 
about this. Come back in three days.” 

Then King Rehoboam went to the wise 
old men who helped to govern the land. 
He told them what the people had said 
and asked for their advice. It did not 
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Did You Ever Weep 
Over Jerusalem ? 


The Lord Jesus Christ did! He 
knew that an unbelieving Israel 
would pass through times of hatred, 
massacre, and exile such as no 
other nation has ever endured. 


If you knew the heartaches of 
these scattered sheep of the House 
of Israel and cruelties they are suf- 
fering even today, some of it at the 
hands of so-called Christians, your 
heart would bleed, and you would 
cry with Jeremiah of old. 

Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daugh- 
ter of my people! Jeremiah 9:1. 
Somehow, we are persuaded that 

in this rapidly closing hour of grace, 
when the sinister shadow of Anti- 
christ hovers nearer and nearer, 
there is a special urgency in God’s 
desire that Israel shall receive 
kindness and mercy from His true 
followers. The Abrahamic cov- 
enant is still valid, and God will 
bless him who brings blessing to 
the Jew. There is no greater bless- 
ing than the acceptance of the 
Gospel of salvation through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Will you become a _ partaker 
with Him of His sorrow and love 
for Israel? Will you hold us up in 
prayer as we seek by His power to 
publish widely and fearlessly the 
message of “Behold your God”? 
God’s interests are centered on 
Israel. Are yours? 


The Chosen People is sent to 
all contributors. “Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good: for the 
Lord hath spoken good concerning 
Israel.” Numbers 10:29. 








AMERICAN BOARD OF | 
TO THE JEWS, ine. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 | 
New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: | 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $__.___ 
| Use it as God directs, to make known the saving 
| power of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 


Name 








Address | 
City Se Tne | 
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American Indian Crusade, Inc. 


Rev. H. T. “Sonny” Claus, Chairman-Director 
Dr. Torrey M. Johnson, Vice-Chairman 


INDIANS Preaching Christ to 
INDIANS in North America 


INDIAN -Evangelistic Teams, Radio 
Programs, Literature 


INDIAN Tribe you can join 





For information write 
Box 8801, Oklahoma City 14, Oklahoma 
Rev. Frank R._ Venable, Executive Secretary 
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Wheaton’s 


Wheaton’s Summer School pro- 
vides all the regular college 
facilities and a strong faculty... 
large, air-conditioned library; 


i 
well-equipped science laboratories; modern 
gym; student center; attractive dining hall; 


beautiful campus. Interesting planned ac- 
tivities. Only 25 miles from Chicago. 
Students wishing to accelerate college 
prosers will find summer sessions most 
elpful. Freshman courses available for 
high school some. Summer study at 
eaton combi 


ines competent professional 
training with friendly Christian fellowship. 


FACULTY OF 75 
Complete courses include... special work in 
Teacher Training, Graduate School of Theology, 
Conservatory of Music, Black Hills Science Sta- 
tion, Northwoods Honey Rock Camp, Barakel 
Music Camp. 
Free Tuition to pastors, full-time Christian workers 
and alumni for the Inter-Session period. 
Inter-Session June 7 to June 17 
First Term (4 weeks)—June 18 to July 15 
Second Term (4 weeks)—July 16 to August 12 
Black Hills Expeditions leave June 13 and July 18 
Northwoods Honey Rock Camp—June 13 to August 20 
Barakel Music Camp—August 16 to 28 
Registrations Serviced Very Promptly! Write 
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y for your free catalog and applica 
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SUMMER SCHOOL BULLETIN 
Lists courses offered during the 
1955 Summer Sessions, along 
with faculty members and other 
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take these wise men long to give their 
answer. They doubtless stroked their 
nice white beards as they looked at their 
young king. And they replied, “You 
be kind to these people. Do not make 
them pay so much money. If you are 
good to them, they will serve you for- 
ever.” 

That advice did not please King Reho- 
boam at all. So he went to some of 
his young friends. “What answer shall 
I give to my people who do not want 
to pay much money?” 

“You tell them that you are going to 
charge them more money than they have 
ever paid before. Tell them you will 
make it harder for them than they have 
ever known. As servants, they will 
have to work even harder. Let them 
know that you are really the king and 
they will do what you say. Don’t let 
them think they can tell you what to do!” 
King Rehoboam’s friends were proud 
that their king would come to them for 
advice. And King Rehoboam was happy 
to hear that they agreed with him! 

So on the third day, when the people 
came to him for his answer, King Reho- 
boam was proud and hateful. Instead 
of showing real love for his people, as 
a good and true king should do, he re- 
plied roughly to them: “My father made 
it hard for you. You had to pay lots 
of money. Your work as servants was 
very hard. But from now on you will 
pay more money. You will work harder 
than ever before.” 

Foolishly, King Rehoboam expected 
that all of the people would realize that 
he was the master. Immediately they 
would bow down to him and do exactly 
as he said. Instead, as soon as he issued 
his command, most of his kingdom (ten 
of the twelve tribes) declared that they 
would not serve him at all. They would 
not pay him any money. They would 
get themselves another king. And that 
is exactly what they did! Instead of be- 
ing king over a great land, Rehoboam 
ruled over only a small area—all be- 
cause of his pride. Later (2 Chron. 12:1) 
we read that King Rehoboam turned 
from the Word of the Lord. That, of 
course, always brings punishment. So 
the Egyptian army came into their land 
and fought against them. The Bible 
clearly says that the reason for this was 
that Rehoboam and his people had sin- 
ned against the Lord. 

King Rehoboam asked the wise old 
men for advice. King Rehoboam asked 
his young friends for advice. But his 
great mistake was—can you guess? Yes! 
He failed to ask God for advice. And 
as a result, he sinned against the Lord. 

Let us determine to ask the Lord to 
guide us in everything always! 
LANCASTER, PA, 


1 like to cultivate the spirit of glad- 
ness! It puts the soul in tune again, and 
keeps it in tune, so that Satan is shy of 
touching it!—Keswick Calendar, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 267) 

1. The judges, the united kingdom, the 
divided kingdom, the single kingdom, 
the captivity, the restoration and de- 
pendency. 

2. The divided kingdom and the single 
kingdom. 

3. In connection with the building op- 
erations of Solomon (1 Kings 11:27, 28). 

4. The prophecy of Ahijah concerning 
Jeroboam stirred the wrath of Solomon, 
so that Jeroboam flied to Egypt (1 Kings 
11: 29-40). 

5. The death of Solomon and the ac- 
cession of Rehoboam. 

6. The failure of Solomon to walk ac- 
cording to his own counsels, especially 
in his latter days. 

7. To return a soft answer (Prov. 15: 
1), and so secure the loyalty of the mal- 
contents. 

8. To cow the malcontents with bully- 
ing and threats. 

9. It continued until both kingdoms 
fell, the one before Assyria, the other 
before Babylon. 

10. Rehoboam promised a heavier yoke, 
while Jesus invites to an easy yoke and 
a light burden. 

ELMuurRstT, ILL. 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 265) 


ing than that from Skagway over the 
White Pass, and nowhere else will be 
found scenery more rugged or awe- 
inspiring. The famous “Trail of ’98” 
will be seen across a great ravine from 
the train. The train will stop at In- 
spiration Point 2,400 feet above sea level, 
and from here is seen a marvelous pano- 
ramic view of nature’s wonderland, The 
jagged Sawtooth Mountains, the glacier- 
topped Mount Pinnacle, and the Lynn 
Canal in the distance all present to the 
travelers a sight never to be forgotten. 
Excellent opportunity to take pictures 
will be afforded camera enthusiasts. 

The train will stop at the town of 
Bennett, which in the “gold rush” days 
had a population of 10,000. It was here 
that the stampeders built their rafts and 
crude boats in which to continue their 
journey through Lake Bennett to Car- 
cross and into Tagish Lake, thence to 
the headwaters of the Yukon River. For 
twenty-six miles the railway follows the 
east shore of the brilliant, transparent 
waters of Lake Bennett. The mountains 
that skirt its shore tower a full mile 
above the lake, and are of an old-rose 
color, and along their sides will be seen 
countless beautiful wild flowers. When 
the water is calm, its mirrorlike re- 
flections are of surpassing beauty. 

More will be said in a later article 
of the treat that awaits the Christian 
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Fellowship Tour party after arriving at 
Carcross. 

Included in this year’s tour, which 
starts from Chicago, July 5, and returns 
to Chicago, July 29, is a full day at Salt 
Lake City; Great Salt Lake; Bryce and 
Zion National Parks; Portland; Colum- 
bia River Highways, with stops at Bonne- 
ville Dam and Multnomah Falls; Seattle; 
Victoria and Vancouver, B. C.; and Mt. 
Rainier, and, of course, the nine and one- 
half-day cruise in the Inland Waters of 
British Columbia and Alaska with stops 
at many interesting ports en route. 

An illustrated folder is ready giving 
all details and costs. Write to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary of The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, who will accompany the tour through- 


out. 
bed 


Treadmill of Circumstance 
(Continued from second page) 


face the days ahead when we are head- 
ing for the sure destination which He 
is preparing for all who love His ap- 
pearing! 

The little horse, speeding homeward, 
reminds me of the lovely story of the 
Ethiopian eunuch at the end of the 
eighth chapter of Acts. 

The record tells us that this man who 
had come to Jerusalem to worship was 
returning—it all happened as he was 
returning— 

He had accomplished a long journey to 
Jerusalem to worship and had found no 
satisfaction for his hungry soul— 

The dead form of Christless religion 
had legally bound him in Will worship, 
but in his heart was an aching void— 

On his return he met a man of God 
who preached unto him Jesus Christ. 
He yielded his heart, repenting of his 
sin, and on his profession also of his 
belief in the deity of Christ was bap- 
tized by Philip at his own request. 

It was there, for the eunuch, that the 
Spirit of the living God took possession 
of his heart and changed everything for 
him, and the record says that he went on 
his way rejoicing—he continued his 
journey with a new vision, for he was 
homeward bound. His horses were bound 
toward their temporal home, but the 
Ethiopian was heading for his eternal 
Home. 


The drab monotony of continuity was 
for him now a walk in newness of life. 

Moses knew monotony during forty 
years of preparation. 

John the Baptist knew monotony— 
thirty years in the wilderness—no con- 
course with others from day to day— 
a brief period of intense preaching—then 
suddenly to have his life taken from him. 


John Bunyan knew the monotony of 
twelve years in Bedford jail, but how 
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blessed was he! And the result—‘Pil- 
grim’s Progress.” 

John the apostle was exiled to the 
monotony of the Isle of Patmos—but he 
was blessed indeed, and the result—The 
Revelation. 

Dear friends, you may have been for 
years in the dull monotony of religious 
worship, “having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof.” Will you 
not, as it were, return by the way of 
Gaza, which is desert, that you may rise 
from death with Jesus Christ into the 
new and living way? No more the 
monotony of continuity day after day, 
but one continued life of joyful service. 

Plenty to think about, much to pray 
about, and everything to rejoice about. 

Jesus Christ the joy of living 

By His Spirit in our heart, 

His the love forever giving, 

Joyfully we will impart. 

Glory be to God forever, 

Things of earth no longer hold, 

Nought from Him can ever sever 

Those within the Shepherd's fold. 


We 


Southern CIM Headquarters 


HE China Inland Mission is to be 

represented in the Southern States 
by the Rev. and Mrs. Glenn P. LaRue, 
who will take up residence in Birming- 
ham, Ala., in the near future. This ap- 
pointment was made by the Rev. Her- 
bert M. Griffin, home director, at a 
conference of the mission's officers -held 
in Philadelphia, January 3-11. 

For the past three years Mr. and Mrs. 
LaRue have been on the staff of the 
mission in Philadelphia, Mr. LaRue as 
deputation secretary and Mrs. LaRue as 
bookkeeper. Their earlier missionary 
experience was among the Miao tribe 
of West China, : 

Making their headquarters in Birming- 
ham, chosen because of its strategic lo- 
cation, Mr. and Mrs. LaRue will repre- 
sent the CIM in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee. Their temporary mailing 
address will be 1401 S. 29th Street, Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 17 


1. Live Right and Be Happy 
(Psa. 1; John 13:17; Phil. 4:4-8). 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EVERAL years ago, while on a vaca- 
tion trip, the writer came in his 
car to a riverside. A barricade had been 
thrown across the existing bridge, and 
a highway worker was informing auto- 
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«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Good quality, practical, attractive. $1 and $1.50. 
Write for catalog. Clifford Miller, 261 Lyon Street. 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. 


LAST OPEN DOOR 
TO ASIA’S MILLIONS 


F.E.B.C. sends out the Gospel 20 hours each 
day in 36 languages through her eight power- 
ful radio transmitters. Radio sets pre-tuned to 
F.E.B.C. are distributed so many more might 
hear. This is a work of faith. 


THE FAR EAST BROADCASTING CO. 
P. O. Box 1 Whittier, California 


CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM Box SS, Highland, Illinois 
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SOLID BIBLE CONTENT Based squarely on 
the Bible, these lessons give the teacher 
many opportunities to present the claims of 
the Gospel. You may not only expect — but 
also anticipate — the Holy Spirit to turn your 
pupils to Christ. 

COLORFUL WORKBOOKS Beautifully colored 
and illustrated workbooks give this course 
popular pupil-appeal. 

PLENTY OF VISUAL AIDS You don’t have 
to look for visual aids. Some are built di- 
rectly into the lessons; others are recom- 
mended as supplements. All have practical, 
personal appeal. 

MEANINGFUL HANDWORK Each handwork 
project is carefully worked out to tie in with 
the lessons. Materials of plaster, felt, etc., 
give projects lasting appeal to pupils. 
COMPLETE TEACHING HELPS Teachers’ books 
give comprehensive treatment of each lesson. 
All the helps you need are there. No hunt- 
ing around or looking up extras to fill in. 
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FREE — “‘Marching On” booklet on how 

to run a VBS. This helpful book crammed 
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teaching more effective and your VBS 
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mobile drivers that the bridge was in 
the process of being repaired. There 
were only two alternatives—one was to 
turn back for a very long distance, the 
other was to follow along a river road 
which proved to be very narrow, in 
many places only a one-car lane in 
width. The roadway was full of holes, 
which, in the rain, formed huge puddles 
of unknown depth. The great question 
in the minds of those who found them- 
selves in the predicament caused by the 
closing of the bridge was, Why was not 
some warning posted along the way be- 
fore this hazard was reached? 

The road of life is full of hazards for 
each of us, but we can never complain 
that God has not posted signs along the 
way to show us which is the right road. 
If we will look for them and will obey 
the directions, He will bring us to our 
destination with certainty, in safety, and 
in blessing. 
b3 


It is important, however, to realize 
that God does not promise those who 
walk in His way an easy road. The Lord 
Jesus warned His disciples, “In the world 
ye shall have tribulation” (John 16:33), 
but He also promised that they would 
have peace (John 14:27), and joy (John 
15:11), and good cheer (John 16:33). 
These are more than mere happiness. 
Happiness depends on circumstances, and 
sometimes the Lord’s followers are asked 
to go through some very unpleasant 
circumstances. But they can have joy 
in the midst of them and peace and bless- 
ing, if they will seek His way and stay 
in it. 

Se 

It is important also to understand that 
even with the best of intentions, the 
natural man may be deceived as to the 
way to take. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 
14:2). At first such a way is a “broad” 
way (Matt. 7:13) and it is a very popu- 
lar one. The very fact that many seem 
to be traveling that way may deceive 
us into thinking it is the way we, ‘too, 
should take. 


We need, first of all, to have our feet 
set upon the right way, through ac- 
ceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour and Lord. And then, day by 
day, we need to seek God’s direction and 
guidance so that we may not stray into 
any of the bypaths that lead away from 
the true road. The Lord “preserveth 
the way of his saints” (Prov. 2:8). But 
He does this only as we search His Word 
and treasure in our hearts His precepts. 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
119:11). 

se 


Psalm 1, which is one of the Scripture 
portions chosen for this week’s topic, 
points to some of the dangerous bypaths 
we shall find along our way. One is 
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the heeding of the advice of those who 
do not love and obey God (v. 1). They 
will tell us that the way we have chosen 
is too narrow and too restricted and will 
invite us to be more broadminded and 
liberal. Have you met some of these 
counselors? They may seem very at- 
tractive and sophisticated, but if they 
do not know and love your Saviour 
their advice is dangerous. 

Another warning here is that of stop- 
ping to fellowship with those who ob- 
viously are living sinful and disobedient 
lives. This does not mean that we are 
not to be kindly or sympathetic to such 
persons, but it does warn us against the 
danger of choosing them for our com- 
panions. If we do so, we shall find be- 
fore long that we are being influenced 
by their conduct and sharing their repu- 
tation. 

A third sign warns us against taking 
our place with those who scoff or be- 
little or make light of the things of God. 
It is very easy, and sometimes may seem 
quite expedient, to join such practices, 
or at least, by our silence, to take our 
place with those who scoff at Christian 
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things, but it is a dangerous way and one 
in which we cannot have God’s blessing. 


se 

The believer’s blessing comes in de- 
lighting in God’s Word, meditating upon 
it, and obeying it. If we do this, we 
have God’s promise that we shall be 
like a tree planted by the river, well 
watered and nourished and fruit-bear- 
ing (v. 3). Our lives and our work will 
prosper and be blessed. This promise 
does not guarantee that we shall ac- 
cumulate wealth and possessions, al- 
though, if it is God’s will, this may 
indeed be our portion. But it does mean 
that what we do will be of lasting value 
in God’s sight and will bring joy and 
satisfaction to us as nothing else can. 

And it means also that when the day 
comes when we shall stand before our 
Lord, we shall not be ashamed because 
so much that we have done here on 
earth will have to be destroyed as of no 
value (1 Cor. 3:12-15). If we will seek 
and follow God's way we shall not only 
be blessed and satisfied in this life, but 
in the next we shall hear His “Well done” 
and receive the reward that He has for 
all those who are His faithful servants 
here and now. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 11 to 17 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 10:1-11. 
Wise and Foolish Counselors. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The old men... 


spake ... saying . . . Be kind to this 
people, . and speak good words to 
them.” “The young men... spake... 
answer the people ... saying ...I 
will put more to your yoke .. .I will 
chastise you with scorpions.” Wise coun- 


sel and foolish gave Rehoboam his 
choice. He chose the unwise advice of 
inexperienced, godless companions, and, 
of course, had to take what went along 
with that choice. Let us not blame this 
unwise son of Solomon, for we all have, 
at one time or another, rejected the 
counsel of the Most High for advice of 
man of carnal mind, and the suggestions 
of our sinful hearts. All who daily neg- 
lect the Word of God have only foolish 
counsel to direct their way. Pray for 
the multitude of Christian people who 
daily neglect the Word of the all-know- 
ing God, 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 10:12-19. 
Forsaking Wise Counsel. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He forsook the 
counsel which the old men gave him, 
and took counsel with the young men 
that were brought up with him, that 
stood before him” (v. 8). Two roads lie 
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to any evangelical Christian minister, 














We cannot travel both at the 
same time. The one we choose deter- 
mines our failure or success, The Word 
of Wisdom—the Bible—will, if followed, 
insure blessing forever. They only can 
have deepest rest who hear and heed 
God’s Holy Word. Pray for full purpose 
of heart to read, mark, and meditate 
upon the Word of God in quiet every 
day (see Psa. 1). 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 11:1-12., 
Rehoboam’s Preparations. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He gathered... 
warriors, to fight against Israel .. ,. but 
the word of the Lord cane ... Ye shall 
not... fight against your brethren.” 
Rehoboam chose troubles when he fol- 
lowed the carnal policy of his young 
companions. All who neglect right 
courses will find that they have chosen 
the way of tribulation. Multitudes about 
us labor and are heavy laden because 
they have selected foolish courses. Hav- 
ing rejected Christ’s easy yoke, they 
have loaded themselves down with what 
is like heavy'clay. Have you found the 
way of peace? Pray for the multitudes 
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who have chosen ways of grief and 
gloom. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 11:13-17. 
The Priests’ Support. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They strength- 
ened the kingdom.” The priests of the 
Lord who renounced apostate Israel and 
joined God-fearing Judah added strength 
to the orthodox cause. A nation’s best 
moral asset is her ministers. Pray for 
more self-denying, God-fearing men in 
the pulpits of our country; for good min- 
isters are God’s greatest favor to 
churches, communities, and the nation. 


Fri.—2 Chronicles 11:18-23. 
The King’s Family. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He dealt wisely, 
and dispersed of all his children through- 
out all the countries of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, unto every fenced city: and he 
gave them victual in abundance.” Re- 
hoboam was wise with worldly wisdom. 
He put safe men in strategic places for 
the safety of his cause. Men of the world 
seem wiser in their day and generation 
than the people of God. They look more 
to the things which insure protection 
from the inroads of visible enemies, 
seemingly, than some Christians do to 
more terrible spiritual foes. Pray for an 
increase of a more watchful, prayerful 
body of believers in your own church 
families. 


Sat.—2 Chronicles 12:1-7, 14. 
Turning From God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When Rehoboam 
had established the kingdom, and had 
strengthened himself, he forsook the law 
of the Lord, and all Israel with him.” 
Prosperity is more dangerous than pov- 
erty. Hard times tend to keep a per- 
son and country humble, but prosperity 
tends to pride and forgetfulness of God. 
The heart of a man is prone to leave 
the God of love. When folks move to 
Prosperity Boulevard from Hard Scrabble 
Road, they usually neglect the Law of 
the Lord. (For their peril read 1 Tim- 
othy 6:7-10, 17, 18.) Pray that the pros- 
perous Christians of your acquaintance 
may remember the Lord’s goodness to 
them and His benevolent purpose for 
them in their prosperity. 


Sun.—Proverbs 2:1-10. 
The Value of Wisdom. 


PRAYER SuccesTIons: “The Lord ... 
layeth up sound wisdom for the right- 
eous: he is a buckler to them that 
walk uprightly.” God reserves the 
choicest blessings for those who obey 
His commandments: and He protects 
them also from innumerable evils. 
He is their shield and _ sustainer. 
Growing in wisdom and knowledge 
by means of the Word of God is as 
certain as our having increase of light 
as the sun rises higher in the heavens 
on a clear day. Do you seek daily 
more and more wisdom from God, 
the fount of all wisdom and knowl- 
edge? Pray for all Christian parents. 
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